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Abstract: In this study, Olios sericeus (Kroneberg, 1875) is introduced as a new record to the fauna of the spiders of Iran. Photos and a
drawing of the male specimen are presented and its zoogeographic distribution is discussed.
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Sparassidae consists of 84 genera and 1148 species and
is considered to be a cosmopolitan family. The largest genus
of this family in terms of the number of species described is
Olios, which contains over 250 species. As many as nearly
half of these species were first discovered in either Africa
or Asia (http://research.amnh.org/entomology/spiders/
catalog/index.html).
To date, several sparassid members, especially of the
genera Eusparassus and Spariolenus, namely E. doriae,
E. mesopotamicus, E. xerxes, S. aratta, S. iranomaximus,
S. manesht, and S. zagros, have been reported from Iran
(http://research.amnh.org/entomology/spiders/catalog/
index.html). However, this does not seem to be the case
for Olios. This investigation presents a new record, Olios
sericeus (Kroneberg, 1875), to the Iranian fauna, describing
its distinctive features and presenting its location as well as
a revision of its prior zoogeographic distribution.
A single male specimen of O. sericeus was collected from
Chitgar Park, Tehran. It was preserved in 70% alcohol and
identified using an online key (www.araneae.unibe.ch), as
well as literature by Dr Peter Jäger (Jäger et al., 2002; Jäger
and Otto, 2007). The microscope used for identification
was a ZSM-1001-3E Sairan stereomicroscope. Photos
were taken with a DMC-FX100 Lumix digital camera, and
scaling was implemented by applying Dino Capture 2.0.
The members of Sparassidae are nocturnal (Rego et al.,
2005). They are usually found as single individuals (Jäger
et al., 2002) wandering about on tree trunks or leaf litter.
The single male specimen collected on a tree trunk was
being consumed by a jumping spider when it was found,
and only the fourth right leg and the third left leg remained
(Figure 1). Nevertheless, the palps and other body parts
were left intact. The specimen is a fully mature male O.
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sericeus collected 1 h before sunset in early October. It is
approximately 10 mm long from the anterior tip of the
prosoma to the posterior end of the opisthosoma (Figure
1). The carapace and legs are light ocher, and the abdomen
is a mixture of white and tan.
Diagnosis: Ventrally, the base of the cymbium and the
margins are covered with dense hairs (Figure 2), making
it difficult to view the male palpal organs retrolaterally
(Figure 3). The retrolateral tibial apophysis is black on
the edges, but internally dark brown. From a retrolateral
viewpoint, it is both concave and bent proximally, with the
distal tip slightly to the left (palp in horizontal position)
(Figure 3).
When viewed ventrally, there is a small pointed
projection past the curve of the embolus (E) immediately
where it begins to taper (Figure 4). The projection bears
the same color as the embolus, making it difficult to notice
at first glance. Tegular apophysis is large and distinct.
According to the map presented by Jäger and Otto
(2007), the geographical distribution of O. sericeus covers
a wide range extending from northwestern central Asia to
southwestern Asia. In this range, there is a huge gap, i.e.
no location was identified in the Elburz mountain range.
In other words, one might have assumed that O. sericeus
would also exist in Iran, even though no record had been
reported. Fortunately, the present specimen connects the
southeastern regions of the Caspian Sea (e.g., Kopetdagh)
to the Caucasus Mountains.
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Figures 1–4. Olios sericeus. 1: Male specimen. 2–4: Left pedipalp (2: ventral, 3: retrolateral, 4: pointed projection on embolus). (Scales:
1 = 1 mm; 2–4 = 0.5 mm).
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